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The main function of this worksheet is to explain what it is YOU are going to do. To do this well you need to: select a good topic, have a good idea what you are going to do and to solve a defined problem (that is so you know what outcome you want).  

This will assist you with writing up Chapter 1 of your Dissertation

All the following steps are iterative and you must expect to go backwards and forwards many times before you get a set of answers with which you are happy. In addition, you must expect to have to read widely so that you fully understand the topic area and aspect that you have chosen. There is no short cut here it will all require deep and careful thinking.

1. TOPIC – What is your broad topic area?  The topic must be relevant in today’s business environment
Name and briefly describe it. 
	



2. ASPECT/SCOPE – How will you narrow the Topic? What specific aspect of your topic area will you focus on? Name and briefly describe it.
	








3. ISSUE – What is the problem theme that you want to focus on? This question is about focusing on a known issue, practical or theoretical, in your chosen specialization. 
	








4. RATIONALE – Explain why it is useful to do this project. What can we learn from the research? How can your findings help organizations. How will the research contribute to businesses solving the issue
	








5. RESEARCH QUESTION – What is your research question? This must be based around your stated managerial problem and research issue. You are advised to carefully think through, once you have your question, what FORM the answer is to take.
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6. AIM – here we are looking for just one correctly formed and meaningful AIM that gives an indication of the MAJOR OUTCOME of the research. What do you want to find out?
	







7. OBJECTIVES – you should look for 3 or 4 objectives that progress towards the achievement of your aim. What are the SMALLER FINDINGS required, in order to answer the research question i.e. achieve the aim?
Your objectives describe the logical steps you will take to answer the research question using publicly available secondary data only
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	2.


	3.



















8. DATA SOURCES
Your project must only rely on secondary data that is publicly available without requiring any special access or application.

• Publicly available data refers to datasets that can be accessed without special permissions or applications.
• If obtaining the data requires formal approval, an application process, or special access, it does not qualify as publicly available and cannot be used for your UGMP report.

Make a list of sources that you plan to use to achieve the research objectives
Sources can include: university databases, government statistics, official reports, or academic journal articles


	Objective
	Data Source

	1.

	

	2.

	

	3.

	






9. TITLE – What will be the title of your project? You should now be in a position where you can write a clear project title. It should be a NAME for the research.
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